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Hello again! Before getti ng down to the detai ls  of this issue, some bad news. I regretfuliy made a mistake on the 
subscription costs of The Crypto:oology Review (TCR). Last i ssue, subscri ption was l i sted as $10.00 Canadian 
funds (or the equi ,·alent in  another currency) for four i ssues annual ly. Unfortunately, I found that this fee is  too low 

to cover the costs of maki ng and mai l i ng 4 i ssues of TCR each year, due to a mi stake I made in calculati ng the cost 
of photocopyi ng each i ssue. If I do not raise subscri ption fees, I wi l l  be standing to Jose 0\'er $120 Canadian each 
year, an unacceptable situation of course. Therefore, from now on subscri ption wi l l  be as fol lows ( i n  Canadian 
doJiars and all sent by ai r mai l ): In Canada: $12.00; USA: $14.00 (or $10 US funds); Overseas: $18.00 ( or the 
equivalent amount in any world-wide currency) 

Please note these fees wil l  not effect any of those who subscribed ori ginal l y  at the $10.00 fee unti l it is ti me for you 
to resubscribe in spri ng 1997. I of course si ncerely apologize for al l of this, but I 'm sure you wi l l  agree that TCR is 
sti l l  worth this new annual price, and I realiy bel ieve it  is quite a bargain ,  compared to some other publications. I 
real ly hope the elevated costs won't scare anyone away when resubscri ption time comes around. 

As for method of payment, it depends on where you reside. I n  the Uni ted States and Canada, you may pay by well ­
concealed cash, money order or personal check ( al l  payable in ei ther US or Canadian funds, whichever is more 
convenient for you) .  Overseas, you cai1 pay by wel l-concealed cash ( i n  any world-wide currency), or by I nternational 
Money Order ( i n  US or Canadian funds only,  please). Overseas, i f  you pay in a currency other than Canadian, than 
pl ease make sure you send the equival ent amount of the subscription rate. Final l y, al l checks and money orders 

should be made out to " Ben S. Roesch " .  Hopeful ly  there w i l l  be no probl ems with payment, but if there i s, i t  
shouldn't be hard to work out. Also, for those that run their own cryptozoologi cal publications, keep in  mind that 
we are always wil l ing to exchange subscriptions, as long as the relative prices are about equal. 

Please note that back issues of The Crypto:oology Review Vol . 1 No. 1 (32 pp. ) ,  are now avai lable for purchase. 
Vol. 1 No. 1 has articles on a mystery polychaete and the globsters, and much more. Cost: $CAN 3.00 each. You 
may also buy extra copies of Vol . 1 No.2 and upcoming issues for the same price. 

We are always looking for contri buting edi tors, correspondents, artists and edi torial consultants. Contributi ng edi tors 
are involved to a smal l  extent i n  edi ting and com menting on articles submi tted to TCR, but more i m portantl y  wri te 
arti c les, reviews etc. for publ ication in TCR. To be a contri butin g  edi tor, you m ust be ready to contri bute! 
Correspondents are those w ho send in reports, cl i ppings and other such i nfo on cryptozoological matters in their 
area, or mentioned in thei r l ocal  newspapers etc. They may decide to write articles, reviews etc. A rti sts are obviously 
those who draw i l l ustrations for TCR; if you wish to be a TCR artist, send us a small sampling of your artwork ( we 
are l ooki ng for al l ki nds, but the more reali stic, the better) . Finally, editorial consultan ts are those w ho prov ide 
edi torial comments and cri ticisms on articles etc . ,  and may write the odd article, rev iew etc. if they so choose. 
Because an edi torial consultant is trying to "get the facts strai ght " ,  they must therefore be either very well -read, or 
have some sort of universi ty education i n  a field related to cryptozoology. I f  you wish to be a part of any of the 
above categories on TCR's staff, please contact the editor (see End Page) . 

It should also be noted that even if you do not have the time to be part of TCR's staff but want to contri bu te, we 
welcome unsol ici ted articles, reviews and other contributions. As we are a non-profit publ ication, we can onl y pay 
by copies ( usual ly 2 for an article, 1 for a review).  A l so, please send us any clippings, articles and other material of 
cryptozoological interest that you may come across i n  newspapers, m agazines and other publi cations! They are of 
utmost i mportance and value. On a larger scale, i f  you w i l l  send us cryptozoological i tems from your personal files, 
we wil l .  in exchange, be happy to send you i tems on any specific cryptozoological topics you are researching. 
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You may have noted that the typeset of some i tems is smal ler than others - this wiU give us more room in which to 
publish, and wil l  hel p keep costs down. Of course it  sti l l  should be entirely readable, and I hope you l i ke the change. 
Please do not hesi tate to contact with me w i th questi ons, comments, complai n ts e tc. about this i ssue and TCR i n  

general . O n  a related note, please fi nd enclosed with this i ssue a questionnaire. Please fi l l  i t  o u t  and return i t  to the 
edi torial address as soon as possi ble ;  your feedback is very i mportant to us, and wi l l  hel p i m prove TCR. 

Feedback for TCR has been great- I have yet to receive a discouraging word! Y ou wil l  see thi s when you read the 
new "Letters and Com m uni cati ons" section. I would l i ke to thank everyone w ho took the time to tel l  us \vhat you 
thought of our new venture.  This i ssue, A utumn 1996, is fi l led w i th great stuff: a report on oarfish by mari ne 
biologist Richard Ell i s; an i mportant analysis of the m i go film by Darren Naish, another packed Compendium of 
Cryptids and more! I hope you l i ke it .  

To enhance TCR, we will be adding new features frequently.  One of these wi l l  be a " Research Requests" section 

where we wi l l  publish requests from other TCR readers for information, books, cli ppi ngs - whatever - on certain 
cryptozoological subjects of which they are particularly i nterested, or of which they are i nYolYed in research on. The 
i naugural Researcher Requests is  found in  thi s  i ssue in the Letters and Comm unications secti on ,  which is where i t  
wil l  reside from now o n .  A s  the current i nstal ment has l i ttle t o  it ,  please help us expand t h i s  endeavour b y  sending 
your own " Research Requests" to the edi tor. Remember to i nc1ude an address, phone number or other method by 
which you may be reached. A new upcomi ng col umn wil l  be "From the Archives," where Associate Edi tor John 
Moore wi l l  disclose usual l y  old. cl ippings and i nformation on certain ,  someti mes obscure, cryptozoological topics 
every i ssue. Look for this feature and others in upcoming i ssues of TCR, but for now read on, and keep sendi ng 
letters, articles, reYiews, information, com ments, cri tici sms and anyth i ng else you think we may be interested i n! 
Thanks again .  

--Ben S. Roesch 

Editor/Publi sher: Ben S. Roesch 
A ssociate Edi tor: John Moore 

Contri buting Edi tors: Bufo Cal vin,  Loren Coleman, Darren Nai sh, Gordon Rutter 
Correspondents: Terry Colvin (Southwest USA) ,  Dr Peter Darben (A ustralia) ,  Peter Massaro ( United Ki ngdom ) 

Artists: Jarrett Lee, Darren Nai sh,  Russ Retcher 
Editorial Consul tants: Ellen D. Timiney, Robert Tuck Jr. 

© 1996, The CQ'ptozoology Re,·iew. 

On The Cover : The Odrfish (Regalecus glesne). I l lustration copyright  Richard Ell is. 

The Cryptozoology Review is published four times a year by Ben S. Roesch and John Moore. Subscriptions are (in Canadian currency) $12.00 
in Canada, $14.00 (air mail) in the USA, and $18.00 (air mail) overseas. Sample copies and back issues are $CAK 3.00 each. �-tethod of 
payment: In US and Canada, you may pay by well-concealed cash, money order or personal check (all payable in either US or Canadian 
funds, whichever is more convenient for you). Overseas, you can pay by well-concealed cash (in any world-wide currency), or by 
International Money Order (in US or Canadian funds only, please). Overseas, if you pay in a currency other than Canadian, than please make 
sure you send the equivalent amount of the subscription rate. All checks and money orders should be made out to "Ben S. Roesch". If there are 
any problems with payment, contact the editor (see End Page): it shouldn't be hard to work out. Also, for those that run their own 
cryptozoological publications, keep in mind that we are always willing to exchange subscriptions, as long as the relative prices are about equal. 
How you can help: If you are interested in contributing your cryptozoological artistic, writing and/or editing skills to TCR (i.e. drawing pictures, 
writing and/or editing articles), please contact the editor. We take unsolicited articles and artwork! Just send the editor anything you think we 
might be interested in, and we will look at it and get back to you. There are no contributor's guidelines, but please write your article 
professionally and always with references. We are non-profit, so payment is in copies (2 for an article, 1 for a review). Le�al stuff: 
E\'erything in TCR is copyrighted' Please do not reproduce anything without permission. If you ask us, we will ,·ery likely say yes (as long as 
you tell us what for), and it'll save you and us a lot of trouble. Of course you may quote us and our articles, but please credit it to TCR. Thanks! 
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D ES PERAT E LY N E EDED fo r s o m e  
respectabil i ty in this field ! 

Gary Mangiacopra 
Milford, Connecticut, USA. 

* 

We welcome letters on any thoughts you may I think you've done a bang-up job !  
have about TCR or is contents.lfyou write us a 
letter, please tell us whether or not it is fine with Richard Ell is 
you to p ublish it in the "Le tters a nd New York City, New York, USA. 
Communications" section of upcoming issues. 

Comments on the First Issue 

[The Crypto�oology Review ]  is wonderful ly  
done and complete. I wish you a l J  the best for 
its future. 

Dr Bernard Heuvelmans 
Le Vesinet, France. 

* 

* 

An excellent new publication ... 

Mark Chorvinsky 
Edi tor, Strange Maga�ine 
Rockvil le,  Maryland, USA. 

* 

I was extremely impressed with the first issue . 

[Th e Cryptozoology Review] 
impressive. 

1 s v e rY Peter Massaro 
Essex,  England. 

Jonathan Downes 
Editor, Animals and Men 
Exwick, Exeter, England. 

Congratulat ions  on your new venture - i t's 
sorely needed. 

Peter V. O'Shea 
Fine, New York, USA. 

* 

[The Cryptozoology Review] i s  most excellent 
... Keep up wi th the excell ent work you have 
done .  T h i s  is the type of publ i c at ion  
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I was delighted to receive and read [the fi rst 
i ssue of The Cryptozoology Review.] It is an 
excellent publ i cati on - a most w orthy and 
val uabl e addition to the cryptozool ogical 
l i terature . . .  I part icu larl y  e nj oyed [Ben 
Roesch's] feature article regarding "The Thing" 
- the cryptic polychaete of St  Lucia. I was not 
previously aware of thi s  cryptid, and [he hasJ 
performed an e xtremely useful  service. i n  
bri ng ing  it t o  w i despread c ryptozool ogtcal 
attenti on in such a comprehensi ve ,  w e l l ­
documented manner. l agree enti rely with the 
conclusions drawn as to i ts l ikely taxonomic 
i dentity, and we m ust now hope that a complete 
specimen is brought to scientific attention in �he 
n ot-too-d i stant fut u re . . .  O n c e  agatn , 
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congratulations upon produci ng  a first-cl ass 
cryptozoological publication. 

Dr Karl Shuker 
West Midlands, England. 

" The Thing " - A Specialist's View 

Dr. Kri stian Fauchald of the S mi thsoni an 
Insti tution in Washington has been working  on 
Eunicidae and related polychaete famil ies for 
years and recently published a comprehensive 
review of the genus Eunice based on al l type 
material (original specimens) he could locate 
( 1 ) . Nearly 300 species were reviewed. For 
some species ,  incl uding the widely reported 
Eunicegigantea, only the original description as 
Nereis gigantea Linnaeus, 1 758 could be found, 
and this was extremely brief and considered 
inadequate to identify the taxon. even to family.  
Dr. Fauchald does not indicate whether he has 
seen the i l lustration referred to by Linnaeus (see 
below ). Linnaeus stated the habi tat to be the 
Indian Ocean, and the figure referred to by him 
(fig.  7 on plate 8 1  in  "_Seb. mus._" vol . 1 )  was 
labeled " Millipoda marina amboinentis" [Marine 
mil l ipede from Amboi na; "Millepora" and 
"amboinensi" in Fauchald ( 1 992: 1 55) appear to 
be printer's errors]. Amboina is an i sland in the 
Banda Sea, eastern Indonesia. The description 
of a polychaete as a mill ipede is not unusual and 
occurs in several descriptions from the 1 700s. 

In addi t ion to evaluati n g  the orig i nal 
description, Fauchald reviewed i nterpretations 
by several later authors and concl uded that the 
species  upon which  Li nnaeus based h i s 
description is unidentifiable and that the I ndian 
Ocean species of most later authors i s  Eunice 
aphroditois (Pallas, 1 788), ori ginally descri bed 
from Sri Lanka (Ceylon). The (more recently 
collected) specimen examined by Fauchald was 
incomplete, with 529 chaetigers (segments with 
chaetae),  80 em long and with greatest width of 
22 mm at chaet iger 25. I n  h i s  book on 
polychaetes of the I ndian Ocean , Fauvel  (2)  
describes the species as up to 1 meter and more, 
with a width of 20-25 mm (up to 1 inch) .  Thi s 
is quite a bit smal ler than the specimens reported 
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from the Cari bbean. 
Marphysa sanguinea (Montagu,  1 808) has 

been mentioned as a possi bi l ity, but also thi s  
species i s  too narrow, only up to  1 1  mm wide, 
which i s  a lot l ess than the " 1 .5-2 inches in 
di ameter" [3 .8-5. 1 em] mentioned by Fl int  
S mith. A mi stake l ike this seems unlikely.  I 
don't know of any Eunicidae that become as 
wide as described for "The Thing." 

If  even part of "The Thing" could be collected 
and fixed i mmediately, Kristian Fauchald could 
probably confirm the family and perhaps even 
identify the genus on the basis of the parapodia 
and chaetae . Note the color in l i fe and if 
possible get measurements before the worm (or 
part of such) is kil led (fixed) .  If anyone finds a 
specimen of "The Thi ng", send Dr. Fauchald as 
m uch material from it as possi ble ,  and if you 
can't fix it  in  4% formaldehyde in seawater ( 1 
part commercial formaldehyde + 9 parts [by 
vol ume] of seawater) , put it i n  very strong 
alcohol and make sure you have detai led locality 
data, including who, when, where, etc. Material 
wi thout such is essential l y  useless.  Contact 
Fauchald for details on how to ship the material 
so that it wi l l  arrive safely. 

References: 

( 1 )  FAUCHALD, K.  1 992. A review of the 
genus Eunice ( Polychaeta: Eunicidae) based 
upon type material .  Smithsonian Contributions 
to Zoology 523 : x+422 pp. 

(2) FAUVEL, P. 1 953 . Annelida, Polvchaeta. 
The Fauna of India including Pakistan: Ceylon, 
Burma and Malaya. The Indi an Press, Ltd . ,  
Allahabad. 507 pp. ,  1 map in  pocket. 

Dr Mary E. Petersen (a polychaete special ist) 
Zoological Museum, University of Copenhagen 
Denmark 

The Editor wishes to thank Dr. Petersen for 
taking the time to formulate the excellent 
response on "The Thing" printed above. Her 
comments are very valuable and add more much 
needed information towards solving the mystery 
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of St. Lucia's 1nystery polycha ete, "Th e 
Th ing. " 

Ben Roesch and John Moore are looking for a 
person capable of translating German articles 
to English, for a major cryptozoological articl e 
we are working on. If you are wil ling and able 
(and we hope someone out there is ! ), please 
contact B en Roesch at the editorial address (see 
End Page) .  They are desperate! 

John Moore apologizes to Jeff Meldrum for 
inadvertently stating on page 1 0  of TCR Vol . 1 
No. 1 .  that he was an anthropologist. Meldrum 
is, in fact, a primatologi st . 

* 

Ben S .  Roesch apologizes to Dt:. Joan Marsden 
of McGill  University for mistakenly giving her 
first name as "Susan, "  in his article  on "The 
Thing" on pages 1 2- 1 9  of TCR Vol . 1 No. 1 .  It 
is unknown where Roesch came up with this 
name ! 

* 

Though not truly an error, it should be noted 
that the Strange Web Site, mentioned in the 
Review and Resource section of Vol .  1 No. 1 ,  
is now situated at http://www .strangemag.com. 

* 

On page 3 of TC R Vol. 1 No. 1 ,  an article  from 
the Victoria Times-Colonist on a recent Caddy 
sighting was listed as a source, but the title and 
author of the articl e  were unknown. We now 
know that this article  was called "Caddy a little 
camera shy" and that it was written by Patrick 
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M urphy (the arti cl e was reprod uced in the 
British Columbia Scientific Crypto:oology Club 
Newsletter 25: p.  1 3 ). Also worth noting is the 
fact that the photos al legedly taken (as reported 
in TCR Vol . 1 No. 1 )  of this Caddy were not 
very conclusive: "[T]he distance involved was 
[too] great for any si gnificant detail to be 
visibl e . "  ( Source :  A non. 1 996. " Caddy 
resurfaces off Vancouver Island . "  The British 
Colum bia Scientific Cryptozoolo gy Club 
Cryptonews Vol . 1 ,  I ssue 26: p. 1 ) .  

* 

The short article " ISC Update " on page 9 of 
TCR Vol . 1 No. 1 was not written by Loren 
Coleman as some may have suspected, b ut by 
Ben S .  Roesch. 

Send us your business card and/or samples of your 
publication ( i f  you have one) and we'l l l i st you here! 

Strange Magazine. PO Box 2246, Rockville,  
MD 20847 USA . 4 issue subscription: $ 1 9.75 
US; £ 1 4.95 UK; $24.95 Fore ign .  Fore ign 
orders send US funds only ,  drawn on US 
bank .  UK orders make check to "Mark 
Chorvinsky. _" Visa/Mastercard accepted. 

The New England 
BIGFOOT Info 

Research Center 
Bill Green, Director 

(860) 582-4752 
Fax (860) 584·9598 

(Collect calls D.Qt accepted) 

21 Benham Sl Apt. F 
Bristol, CT 06010 
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A C � m p ce 1m d fl:t:l 111'1 C0 f C 1 y p ·:t 1 ©1 � � 
("AIJ the latest cryptozoology news fit to print") 

vV ri tten and Corn piled by Ben S. Roesch 

De Loys's Ape: Racist Hoax? 

B ernard Heuvelmans, the father of cryptozoology. once called the South A merican ape "the only 
"unknown' animal of which there is a good 
photograph." Of course he w as referring to 
the now famous picture of a dead, strange 
looking primate propped up on a oi l ��; 
crate ( see  accompanyi ng photo), also 
known as de Loys's ape. It  was al legedly 
ki l l e d  and photographed i n  1 920 by 
Fran�ois de Loys, a S wiss geologi st, after 

.·.·--·�· 

he came across a pair of the creatures i n  the .��· ... 
vast rain forest of the Venezuela-Columbia 
border, whi le on an expedition (de Loys 
said he tri ed to bring  back its skul l ,  but it 
d is integrated in  further travels) .  Soon, 
according to the story, the photo came to 
t h e  a ttenti on  of Profe s sor George 
Montandon, a French anthropologist and 
friend of de Loys. In a scientific paper 
publ i shed i n  1 929 (and i n  several other 
papers and articl es), Montandon declared 
that i t  was evidence for the existence of a 
species of ape i n  South Ameri ca; the 
heretical thing about this, of course, is  that 
no species of ape i s  known from South 
America ! He even gave the photographed 
c r e a t u r e a s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e ,  
Ameranthropoides loysi, i n  honor of the 
a l l e ge d  d i scovere r. How ever, m any 
prominent anthropologists at the time, such 
as S i r  A rthur K e ith, were e xtremely 
skeptical (Keith thought it  was a spider 
monkey) , but Montandon continued to 
defend his  find. Several cryptozoologists 
since then have also regarded the de Loys 's 
ape in a favourable l ight, though there were 
a lso some who d i d  not, such as I van 
Sanderson and Loren Coleman. 

- . -, _ .� - . · . ·-·...,"{� . .  � --L. ..... � -�·· ... •. � • . 
' .  

De Loys's Ape (Ameranthropoides loysi) . 
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Thus, a surprise was to be had when I discovered, through personal communications with Michel 
Raynal and Loren Coleman, that Montandon was a racist, and that de Loys's  ape was really a big 
hoax. In reality, the picture almost undoubtedly shows a large spider monkey (Ateles belzebuth). 
So why did Montandon do i t? The reason l ies in  his raci st ideas of evolution. Montandon 
bel ieved that whites evolved from Cro-Magnon man, blacks from goril las, and Asians from 
orangutans and gibbons. However, he did not yet have a suitable "ancestor" for Native Americans. 
His made-up Ameranthropoides loysi provided this .  To go to all of the trouble of hoaxing the de 
Loys 's ape j ust so he could "prove" his theory of human evolution true, it is obvious Montandon 
was a veritable mad-man. In any case, another chapter of cryptozoological history has been closed, 
at least until someone could possibly prove otherwise. 

Despi te the fai l ings of Ameranthropoides loysi, the folklore, l egends and si ghtings from various 
parts of South America of large, monkey or ape-l i ke creatures should not be discounted (li kely, 
Montandon played on these legends to create his i maginary de Loys's ape) .  The i nformation 
behind these creatures is quite interesting, and is  probably much more reliable than de Loys's ape. 

Sources:  Coleman, Loren. 1 996. Various personal communications. February - Apri l .  II Coleman, 
Loren and Raynal , Michel .  1 996. "De Loys ' s  Photograph: A Short Tale of Apes in Green Hel l ,  
Spi der Monkeys, a n d  Ameranthropoides loysi a s  the Tools  o f  Raci sm " The Anomalist #4 
(Summer) II Heuvelmans, B ernard. 1 958. On the Track of Unknown Animals. Hil l and Wang 
(New York).  II Raynal , Michel . 1 996. Var. pers. comm. Apri l .  

The Mohan 

In a recent post to the Internet Virtual B igfoot Conference, "daemon66" (an email user id), a US 
citizen living in Columbia, mentioned that "in certain rural parts of Colombia, the people talk  about 
a 'wild man' or spiri t cal led Mohan, which bears certain similari ties towards bigfoot. One of the 
main differences i s  that thi s  creature is reported to take to the water when disturbed. He is also 
extremely fond of alcoholic beverages . . .  The Mohan i s  supposed to be a good diver and [is] able 
to hold his breath for quite a w hi le  under water." It i s  in teresting to note that l egends of the yeti 
al so mention a fondness for al cohol : according to the stories, sherpas in the Himalayas would 
sometimes get a yeti into a drunken sleep by leaving some chang (a local alcohol) outside, and then 
they would ki l l  i t . Also, there are reports of sasquatches escaping into the waters of a local lake, 
river or pond .  

Daemon66 continued in  a later post: "The regions where we have Mohan sightings and legends are 
cal led Huil a  and Tolima, w hi ch are Colombian "departamentos," the equivalent of states (as i n  
[ the] United S tates). Both "states" are in  mountainous regions of Colombia and are also very rural 
places with few large ci ties. [They are mostly compri sed of] farms or undeveloped land. The 
Mohan stories normall y  talk about the creature staying near a river or lake . The "campesinos" 
(uneducated and poor farmers) leave aguardiente (a somewhat potent drink) or chicha (Colombian 
moonshine) to appease this spiri t. The offering is usually  taken and the Mohan drinks himself into 
a stupor. Another frequent tale  is that this creature sometimes rapes young girl s who wander alone 
near his domain." 

Sources: "Daemon66." 1 996. Posts to the In ternet Virtual Bigfoot Conference. June 6 and 8. 
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Of Ducks and Plesiosaurs: Bowick Falls' Monster 

According to Bob Teeney, the Publicity Spokesman for Howick, a small town in Kwa-Zulu-Natal 
province, South Africa, a strange monster i nhabi ts the pool at the foot of l ocal Howick Fal ls . 
Locals say that when you peer over the edge of the 93 m (300 ft) high waterfall ,  an evil spirit 
which resides at the bottom exerts a "magical magnetism" which wi11 attempt to suck you to your 
death, something that sounds more l ike a case of vertigo to me. To Teeney and several other locals, 
however, i t  tel ls that a monster is l iving below Howick Fal ls. 

Teeney even says that he has seen the monster, w hich was 8 m (25 ft) long, and even has photos 
of i t .  The photos, according to a recent press release, are fuzzy and al legedly show the creature 
rearing its head from the waterfal l pools. They cover the wal ls  at Teeney's fast food restaurant near 
the waterfal l .  One photo taken by a tourist "shows a pipe-like neck ri sing  from a half-submerged 
swol len ' body.' Three smal ler 'monsters,' which look a great deal l ike ducks, are swimming next 
to it ." Teeney bel ieves the photos are evidence of a fami ly of survi vin g plesiosaurs (which he 
incorrectly terms dinosaurs and also incorrectly states that they have been extinct for 6 mil l ion 
years- in fact they have been extinct for more than 65 my; al so they are not known thought to have 
inhabited fresh-water) , and he ·even has photos of three large eggs from which he thinks they 
hatched. To me the photos of the alleged monster sound l ike a family of ducks or other water fowl, 
and the eggs could be from any egg-laying animal . 

Hawick anthropol ogi st Sian Hal l  says Teeney and other "sensation seekers�' have embroidered a 
myth passed on by generations of Zul us in  the area that a giant water snake l ives in the pool . Hal l 
wrote in a newspaper article: "There are no physi cal monsters in the Howick Fal ls. Giant eel s, 
perhaps, and even huge otters, if that is your idea of a monster. We do not need to misinform the 
publ ic, nor to use thei r gul l ibi l i ty to attract tourists to Hawick , "  she said.  I would tend to agree 
with Dr. Hal l .  If there real ly is a monster in Hawick Fal ls  (and Teeney's l ikely hoaxed pictures 
aren't evidence in the least), than a giant eel ,  huge otter or perhaps a giant snake are quite more 
reasonable, and more feasible, than the idea of a l iving plesiosaur. Despite this ,  the story of the 
monster (which might al so be complete native myth) being a plesiosaur wilJ surely become popular 
and will  continue to attract visitors to Howick Falls .  

Source: Colvin, Terry. 1 996. "Howick Monster (South Africa)." Internet E-Mai l .  June 1 1 . 

The Spokane Lion 

In Spokane, Washington, USA, a mysteri ous m aned l ion i s  running  amok. According to 
contributing edi tor B ufo Calvin, "news reports incl uded a large group of people (police and such) 
trying to flush i t  from the brush near the golf course, simultaneously banging pots and pans, 
setting off fi recrackers, [and generally  making a l ot of noise] ." The commotion provided no 
results. Calvin also found this short report from a local news station: "Spokane pol ice and the 
Humane Society are joining forces to track down a pet African l ion on the l oose. The l ion was 
spotted near the area of Sunset Boulevard and the Indian Canyon golf course. Officials aren't sure 
who the animal may belong to, but there have been reports in the past of a woman walking a l ion in  
that area." 
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Loren Coleman passed along a more detai led newspaper article (from the Spokesman-Review) on 
the creature , detai l ing a specific  si ghting (at 5:45 AM on June 5, 1 996) by Belen Grabb, a 44 year­
old Nine Mile resident: 

Grabb had j ust passed a slow-moving car Wednesday when she saw the l ion walk 
out of the bushes. 

I said ,  "Oh my God !" Grabb stopped her car and another car stopped behind her. 
The l ion was skinny and looked haggard. She told herself to relax as she cried and 
her l egs shook. "I didn't know what the i ntention was of this animal . I didn't 
know if he wanted to run or j ump on my car," she said. The l ion ,  which Grabb 
described as a "dirty beige" color, did her no harm. It l ooked at her car, shook its 
brown mane and meandered slowly across Canyon Drive, she said. 

Not surpri singly, Grabb's sighting 

sparked two days of fruitless searches in west Spokane. Her description of a 500-
pound African l ion, which animal control officials bel ieve is someone's pet,  kept 
children inside for recess at a nearby school and rerouted horseback riders at Indian 
Canyon Riding Stables. There is  a possibil i ty the l ion is responsible for the death of 
a lamb Thursday on Houston Road. Until Wednesday morning, Grabb had seen 
l ions only in zoos. She never expected to see such a creature on her morning 
commute from Nine Mile to work at Lyn-Tron Inc. in  Medical Lake. But she i sn't 
worri ed about skeptics. She know s what she saw . Pl us, she learned after speaking 
with a Spokane County Animal Control officer that someone e lse al so reported 
seeing the animal before she made her report . . .  "She said she bel ieved me because 
another person cal led and said he thought he saw a l ion," Grabb said.  

Also of interest in  regards of thi s Spokane maned " l ion" i s  the fact that, as documented by 
Coleman in his book Mysterious America, a big cat with "a shaggy black mane, l ight brown body, 
and a black tuft at the end of a long tai l"  (a very l ion-l ike description) was al legedly spotted in the 
area of Tacoma, Washington in July 1976. Coleman has recently speculated that this 1 976 "lion" 
may be related to the one being reported in the same state today, discussed in the above article .  

An interesting thing about the recent reports is  that they have not yet  identified any owners for the 
"pet l ion", and this led Calvin to theorize that this  "pet l ion" may i n  fact be a representatives of a 
relict population of the prehistoric Pleistocene American l ion ,  Panthera leoatrox. Thi s theory was 
originally put forward by Coleman (and later championed by Mark Hal l )  in Mysterious America to 
explain several sightings of maned big cats over the years in  the USA. Of course, the old "circus 
train wreck" theory, or escaped pet theory, is stil l  a very viable possibi l ity, one with which we 
should be most supportive of unti l  further evidence to the contrary is  revealed. 

Sources:  Calv in ,  Bufo. 1 996. Pers. comm . Jun e 8.  // Col eman, Loren. 1 983. Mvsterious 
America. (Boston/London: Faber and Faber) . // Col eman, Loren.  1996. Pers. comm . iune 8. // 
Sitaramiah, Gi ta. 1996. "Woman cri ed i n  terror as l ion eyed car."  The Spokesman-Review 
(Spokane, Washington), June 8. 
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Scottish Big Cat 

Big cats are not restrained to the moors of England, as a recent sighting in Scotland testifies. The 
big cat, fitting the descriptions of others spotted in various parts of Scotland in recent years, was 
seen by a motorist on the Esplanade in Broughty Ferry on January 1 8  1 996 a few hundred yards 
from nearby houses. 

The witness, a Monifieth motori st, said he saw the creature when it  was i l luminated in his 
headlights as it crossed the road towards a rai lway l ine. 

"I chased it in the car and it disappeared into the undergrowth," he said .  " I  saw i ts tail  as it went 
out of sight. I could hear it going through the undergrowth. He added, "It was the si ze of a bi g 
dog , but more of a eat ' s  body. It had a huge grey tai l  that trai led along the ground. The tai l was 
bushy and the animal appeared furry with pointed ears. It di sappeared on the Monifieth side of 
Buddies nightclub." 

The sighting is not the first in Broughty Ferry; last year a couple were walking their  dog when it 
disturbed a puma-like beast with a black coat. It also sought refuge on the rai lway l ine mentioned 
above. 

· 

Source: Article in the Evening Telegraph (Dundee), January 1 9  1 996 - posted on the Fortean Times 
On-Line Reporting Service by Andy Cobley. 

"Big Boy," "Wide Boy'' and "Mono Brow" 

Sounding ridiculously cartoonish, the names mentioned in the above title are actual ly nicknames 
given to three new species of sludge-dwel ling, scavenging i sopods (related to the woodlouse, 
common to terrestrial ecosystems). They were discovered in the Pacific Ocean off Austral ia ' s  east 
coast, at a depth of 1 km. "Big Boy", a new species of genusBathynomus , grows to 30 em ( 1 ft), 
and is l ikely a ferocious counterpart for other small er creatures l iving in the Pacific depths of 
Austral ia. 

Jim Lowry, of the Australia Museum had this to say about "Big Boy": "We don't know whether 
they are predators, but we know they are scavengers and voracious eaters who wi l l  try to eat 
anything alive or dead. One of them even bit my hand." 

"Mono B row" and "Wide Boy" are simi lar species to "Big Boy," and are also scavengers. 
However, they are smal ler. These three new species were actual ly only a very small part of what 
the scientists have discovered in this deep-sea area. More than 200 species of marine invertebrates 
(with more than 1 20 of them completely unknown)  were di scovered, and more than 1 00 new 
species of pea-sized shrimp-l ike crustaceans known as ostracods were also found. 

However, i t  is  "Big Boy" that real ly  rules the scene in  this deep-sea community, according to 
Lowry. "Not even the fish get into the depths where we found these creatures," he added. It 
should be noted that the absence of fish in areas where crustaceans are in great abundance is not 
unknown; at depths of 7 000 m (23 000 ft) off the Pacific coast of South America, in the Peru-
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Chile trench, swirling masses of shrimps and amphipods (deep-sea relatives of sand fleas) have 
been photographed devouring baits set out by scientists; the bait is stripped within hours. And no 
fish has ever been seen or photographed in these area, with very good reason, no doubt. 

Sources: Isaacs, John and Schwartslose, Richard. 1 975. "Active Animals of the Deep-Sea Roor" 
Scientific American (October): pp. 85-9 1 . II Williams, Jan . 1 996. "Looking for a Good Time Big 
Boy?" Animals and Men 9: pp. 5-6. 

The Seychelles Tortoise - Rediscovered 

In the September 1 996  issue of Reptiles magazine an interesting note was disclosed: 

"Several centuries ago, it is believed that at least 13 giant tortoise species existed on 
islands in the western Indian Ocean. With the exception of the Aldabra tortoise, all 
of these species were believed to be extinct by the mid- 1 800s. 

"In January 1 995, however, the Nature Protection Trust located two captive giant 
tortoises that belong to a Seychel1es species that was believed to be extinct. The 
identity was made by comparing the skeleton of a third dead specimen.  This 
realizations did not occur earlier due to the similarity in appearance of these animal s 
to the Aldabra tortoise. 

"The Nature Protection Trust has developed a conservation plan , based on a 
captive-breeding program, for this species. However, they are currently facing an 
obstacle: both specimens are male !  Fortunately,  the Trust believes that other 
specimens probably exist in captivity, which they hope to locate and include in the 
breeding program. Due to the difficul ty in identifying these tortoises based on 
physical characteristics, the Trust plans to use DNA fingerprinting to identify 
conspecifics. (Source: The Rephiberary, #2 1 6, November 1 995.)" 

We must commend Reptiles for their informative report on the subject, but some readers may have 
discovered a major problem within: they never told  the Latin name of this rediscovered tortoise ! 
Luckily for us, another same-subject report in B BC Wildlife gave the elusive tortoise's name: 
Geochelone arnoldi, the Seychelles tortoise . 
Sources: Naish, Darren .  1 996. Pers. comm. July 3 1 .  II Strimple,  Pete. 1 996. "Reptile News and 
Trivia" Reptiles, September: p. 8. 

Notes of Various New and Rediscovered Species 

-- A fishing boat patrol ling a seamount southwest of Easter Island in the summer of 1 995 
uncovered a new species of crayfish, or rock lobster, las us caveorum. It is the first new species to 
be ascribed to its genus in a century, and was described in a paper in the December 1 995 issue of 
the New Zealand Journal of Marine and Freshwater Research. 
Source: Bil le ,  Matt (Ed . ). 1 996. "New Animals Around the World" Exotic Zoology vol . 3, no. 3 
(May/June): p. 2 .  
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-- Off the coast of Oman and Somal ia , 23 new species of fish were 
discovered in 1 995. One of these fishes was a new moray eel which can 
grow to 60 em, and which has a large black spot near its gi l l  opening. 
Because of this latter trait ,  i ts di scoverers ,  Drs. John Randal l and 
Eugenia Bohlke (of the University of Hawaii and the Academy of 
Natural Science of Phil adelphia,  respectively) ,  dubbed it with the 
species name of megaspilus (no generic name was given in the BBC 
Wildlife i tem; therefore thi s specific name is rather useless) , w hi ch 
means "large spot." A paper on this eel and the other new fish found in  
the survey was publi shed in Notulae Naturae , The Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Phi ladelphia, no. 472, pp. 1 -5. 
Source: Anon . 1 995. "Spot the eel ."  BBC Wildlife vol . 1 3 ,  no. 6 (June 
1 995) , p .  26. 

-- I n  1 995, after a four-year survey of the repti les and amphibians of eastern Madagascar rain 
forests, Prof. Ronald Nussbaum and colleagues at the Universities of Michigan and Antananarivo 
reported that they had discovered no less than 106 new frog species and 26 new reptiles. Of 500 
known species of amphibians and repti l es on Madagascar, nearly al l are endemic. 
Source: Anon. 1 995. "Frogs of the Forest." BBC Wildlife vol . 1 3 ,  no. 6 (June 1 995), p. 26. 

-- Edwards pheasant has been rediscovered in the wild in Vietnam, wi ldl ife scienti sts reported on 
September 3, 1 996. It was the first time Edwards pheasants have been found and captured in the 
wild since 1 928, although there were recorded si ghtings in 1 985. Two individuals of the species 
were taken ali ve by vi l lagers in the Bach Ma National Park, according to the World Wildlife Fund. 
One of the birds died shortly after being caught. About .500 are kept in zoos in the West. 
Source: USA Today's web site (http://www .usatoday.com), September 4, 1 996. 

-- In September 1 996, the Electronic Telegraph reported that "[a] rodent thought to be extinct has 
been found l iving in a remote, arid region in the central Austral ian plains. The central rock-rat was 
last recorded more than 35 years ago in the West MacDonnel l  Ranges, west of Alice Spri ngs. B ut a 
number of the foot-long creatures have been found by National Park volunteers." 
Source:  Anon .  1 996. '"Extinct' rodent redi scovered." The Electronic Telegraph, September 1 1 . 

-- A new , as of yet unclassified, species (or possibly a sub-species) of rat, described as "cute" by 
one researcher, has been discovered on several of Hong Kong's outlying i slands. Fifteen of these 
smal l  rodents, w hich have white paws and a white underbel ly ,  were caught i n  February 1 996 
using traps baited with peanut butter. 
Source: Wil l iams, Jan .  1 996. "New Rat in Hong Kong" Animals and Men 9: p. 6. 

-- Tarsius syrichta is a new species of tarsier reported in January 1 996 from an i sl and of the 
Sulawesi Archipelago, I ndonesia. The tiny creature ,  which is  grey and has a golden-brown stripe 
on i ts back (and w hi ti sh hairs around the mouth and nose) ,  w as di scovered by a joint  
American/Indonesian team. There is  some question as to whether the creature is  a separate species 
in i ts own ri ght or a hybrid between two other known tarsier species.  If the latter is the 
explanation, then the above quoted scientific name wi l l  become invalid. 
Source: Wil liams, Jan .  1 996. "New Tarsier?" Animals and Men 9: p. 6. 

-- A new species of mannoset was recently discovered in the Brazi l ian Amazon in June 1 996. It  is 
the si xth to be di scovered in the region since 1 990. The squirrel sized creature, named the Satere 
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marmoset (Callithrixsaterei) after a l ocal native tribe, has unpigmented facial skin, mahogany­
colored fur and unique fl eshy appendages on the genita ls  of both sexes, the evolutionary 
significance of which have scientists wondering. Dr. Russel l Mittermeier, a primatologist and 
president of Conservation International, said he wouldn't be surprised if "we found another five 
monkeys by the year 2000." 
Source: Line , Les. 1 996. "New Branch of Primate Family Tree" The New York Tinzes. June 1 8: 
C4. 

Cryptozoology on TV 

Cryptozoology was featured, fictionally, on television recently. The X-Files, a fictional (but based 
loosely on fact) show about two FBI agents who investigate strange phenomena, whether UFO's, 
ghosts, bigfoot, governement conspiracies, aliens etc., has recently become very popular among 
fortean circles, and the general public . Now , for cryptozoologists, a recent episode was shown in 
which Agents Mulder and Scully search for an elusive lake monster in the Carolinas that has been 
eating people. The kil l er turned out to be a al ligator, but in the very last scene of the episode, a 
long-necked l ake monster shows itself briefly and then dives under the water, minutes after a 
puzzled rv1ulder had left the scene. The episode was especial ly  interesting because it mentioned 
cryptozoologists, various lake monster locales around the world, and most importantly, the lake in 
which the monster resided was cal led "Lake Heuvelmans." (Just as a note, there is al so an episode 
of the X-Files dealing with feral humans living in a state park in New Jersey, USA. In this episode 
they discussed bigfoot briefly . )  

Also on TV recently was a made-for-TV movie cal led "Beast," based on Peter I3enchley's book of 
the same name, in which a seaside town is ravaged by a 1 00 ft long rogue giant squid until it is 
killed by the protagonist. The movie was ful l  of teuthological errors, to say the least, but some of 
the squid effects were coniputer-animated and rather good, and of course the movie was fairl y 
entertaining if not very factual. 

Thanks to : 

Martin Adamson, Bufo Calvin,  Loren Coleman,  Richard El lis 
Peter Massaro, John Moore, Darren Naish, Michel Raynal 

for clippings, articles, reports and opinions 
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'lhree necent 11Sea jYI.onster'' earcasses 
by Ben S.  Roesch 

Over the summer of 1 996, three new reports  of a l leged sea monster carcasses emerged. 
Unfortunately ,  at least two, if not al l ,  have rather mundane explanations. 

The Malaysian "Sea Monster" Carcass 

The first carcass appeared on May 28, when the 25 ft (7.62 m) long skeletal remains of some 
strange sea creature were caught off Langkawi ,  Malaysia in the nets of a native fisherman. Footage 
of the creature was shown on the 6:00 PM Canadian National News (on CTV) shortly after i ts 
discovery ,  and was descri bed by some viewers who I talked to as "looking l ike a shark" , and 
was comprised of a rather white, qui te '"c lean",  skul l and attached spinal column . The skul l was 
described by one observer as "repti l ian", and l ined with large, carnivorous teeth. When I fi nal ly 
saw a photo of the skeleton,  I could see where these people got their opinions (Fig. I ). However, 
it was also obvious that the creature was a mammal (because of i ts vertebrae). Native fishermen in 
Malaysia were cal l i n g  the carcass a dragon, and the bones were final l y  turned over to 
ichthyologists for identification . 

Whil e  the carcass sounded quite intriguing and potential ly unknown, the end was inevitable .  As 
with virtual ly  every ' "sea monster . . carcass that has ever been completely examined by scientists, 
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the Malaysian carcass turned out to be a known species of animal. This  time, the culprit was found 
to be a wel J -decayed orca, or kil l er whale ( Orcinus orca ).  Fishery taxonomist Dr Mohamed Azmi 
A mbak made the identification, and said  he based his findings on several skel etal drawings of 
various types of whales. He also added that the orca was l ikely an adul t male because of its bone 
structure. 

What is interesting about this account is that it is only the second time, to my knowledge, that a 
"sea monster" carcass has turned out to be an orca. The previous occurrence was i n  1 946, on the 
Kenai Peninsula, Alaska. Photos of this  carcass appeared in an i ssue of Na!ural History, and it  
must be admitted that the carcass looks very intriguing. However, i t  was an orca after al l ,  and you 
can tel l  this by the l arge tel l -tale conical teeth ; these are also the same teeth seen in the Malay 
'"dragon." Orca it i s !  

The Block Ness Monster 

On June 20, 1 996, there was considerable commotion on Block Island, Rhode Island (USA) over 
a strange 1 4 ft (4.26 m) long carcass which fishermen Gary Hall netted in the waters surrounding 
the i sland. Photos published in  the Block Island Times ( the local newspaper) show a pointed head 
attached to a l ong, sinuous spinal cord (Fi g. 2) . As would be suspected, there was much public 
interest in i t ,  and it attaine� the name "Block Ness monster." Local merchants made quick bucks 

FIG 2. The ··s 1 ock Ness �1onster" ( Photo: Block I sland Ti mes) 
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off its popularity with T-shirts and other merchandise. The skeleton was scheduled to be shipped 
to to the mainland in order to be examined by scienti sts at the Universi ty of Rhode Island and the 
National Marine Resources Center, but en route it was stolen from i ts transport by unnamed 
individuals who thought it would "fal l i nto the wrong hands on the mainland" ! 

The story then became even more convoluted with the various rumours as to its identity, and of 
course, i ts whereabouts. Most scientists thought it was either a sturgeon or a shark. One researcher 
refused to do an identification of the skeleton, set up by i ts kidnappers, after the kidnappers said 
that they didn 't  want her to go publ ic if it was a known species ! One fishermen thought the creature 
was a mammal, because of an apparent "blowhole" on i ts head; in reali ty,  this is impossible ,  as the 
vertebrae visible in the published photo are obviously not mammalian.  

I have since not heard anything more on the subj ect, and do not know if the kidnappers finally 
surrendered the "Block Ness monster." In  any case, I can safely say, after an examination of the 
photo of the "monster," that the cul prit is the basking shark ( Cetorhinus maxbnus), l ike so many 
other "sea monster" carcasses in the past. The vertebrae, rounded, circular, and strung together 
l ike beads, are typical of the basking shark, and the pointed head is obviously the rostrum (a  
cartilagi nous, beak-like,  anterior extension of the skul l )  of  a basking shark. This latter feature i s  
also very conspicuous on  the 1 95 1  Hendaye (France) "sea monster" carcass, pictured i n  Bernard 
Heuvelmans '  In the Wake of the Sea-Serpents, which was al so i dentifi ed as a basking shark. 
Final ly, the "blowhole" reported on the skull can be explained as being a foramen; foramens being 
passageways found in the skul ls  of al l sharks that serve as channel s for nerves and arteri es. 
Richard Ellis tel l s  me that "some of these nerves and arteries pass through openings on the dorsal 
surface of the skul l ,  which could be mistaken for a blowhol e." 

Hopefully, the public, especial ly on Block Island, wil l  pick up on this rather obvious fact, and wil l  
real ize that they have been fooled again by the master of sea-serpent carcass impostery, the basking 
shark. 

The "Sandcastle" Monster? 

The Hancock Museum in Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, i s  presentl y exhibiting the photos of an 
alleged sea monster stranded in Scotland several years ago, in hopes that someone can identify i t. I 
have seen the photos on the museum's home page (http://www .ncl .ac .ukf,...,nhancock/) and they 
show a strange carcass which appears to have very pronounced "ribs" along the sides of its body. 
I t  also appears rather artificial , almost as if  i t  were bui lt out of the sand i t  rests upon (John Moore 
shares this opinion) .  In any case, our newest staff member, El len Timi ney, wi l l  be reporting on 
this carcass in an upcoming issue. We will  also publish both of the avai lable pictures at that point. 

Sources 

The Malaysian "Sea Monster" Carcass: A non. 1 996. "Expert: Dead sea creature was a kil ler whale." The Malaysia 

Star May 3 1 .  II A non . 1 996. "Dragon, ahoy ! "  Fortean Times 89 ( Sept. ) :  p. 1 3 .  // Knudsen, Don .  1 949. "Sea 
Monster. " Natural History ( October): p. 338. II Various pers. comm .  1 996. B ufo Calv in ,  A dri an Klei nenberg and 
Davi d  Powell .  May/June. 
The B lock Ness Monster: El l is,  Richard. 1 996. Pers. comm .  September 28. // Heuvelm ans, Bernard. 1 968. In the 

Wake of the Sea-Serpents ( New Y ork: H i l l  and Wan g ) :  pl ate 2 1 .  II Pl ai n ,  Robert. 1 996. ••The B l ock Ness 
Monster."Block Island Times, June 29: p. 1 ,  1 8. // Plain ,  Robert. 1 996. "Block Ness Monster Disappears." Block 
Island Times, July 6: p. 8, 3 5. II Plai n ,  Robert. 1 996. "Sea Monster Update. "Block Island Times, Jul y 20: p. 6. 
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(In which we present a comprehensive research articl e of cryptozoologicaJ nature) 

An alysing Video Footage Purporting to 
show the "M igo" - A Lake Monster from 

Lake Dakataua, New Britain 

By Darren Naish 

Old news to all but the most poorly informed is that, in Jan/Feb 1994, a Japanese expedition team 
were successful in fi lming a large , swimming animal in  Lake Dakataua, New Bri tain .  Lake 
Dakataua is renowned in cryptozoological lore, with a number of sightings ascri bed to its lake 
monster - the rni go or migaua. Postulated identities have included a mosasaur, the giant Cretaceous 
crocodile Deinosuchus, and, most recently, a protocetid cetacean. This article is not intended to be 
a review or discussion of these identi ties, but merely a description of the animal fi lmed by the 
Japanese team:  an end that has not been pursued e lsewhere.  In 1 995, I was kindly invited to a 
private screening of the mi go footage. Currently the only copy in the Uni ted Kingdom, thi s is 
owned by Jon Downes. He is  the editor of Animals and Men, the journal of the Centre for Fortean 
Zoology, which is located in Exeter, England. 

Mi2o morphology 

No one has yet sati sfactori ly conveyed the appearance of the migo, as seen in the fi lm.  Publ ished 
diagrams ( 1 ' 2) are highl y schematic.  This is mostly because, though clearly animate , the animal is 
amorphous, some distance from the camera, slightly out of focus, and, most importantly ,  highly 
"pixelized" due to digital enhancement. The effect of the latter is  that all  movements are jerky as 
material "moves" from one pixel to the next across the screen, and that areas of similar shade 
(including, for much of the footage, the water-object interface) are amalgamated. Smooth surfaces 
are obliterated, and repl aced by "staircase" outl ines. Neverthel ess, the animal is seen for long 
enough and with sufficient resolution for a detai led analysis. 

Unlike so many cryptozoological cinematic debuts, the migo footage i s  far from a fleeting glimpse . 
The animal moves sedately from right to left across the screen,  almost exactly in paral lel with the 
bank visible on the other side of the l ake. It is dark in colour, and very low lying in the water so 
that a row of dorsal extremities are all that is visible for most of the time. The obj ect does not form 
a single unbroken area above the water surface for all of the film, as there i s  frequently water in a 
gap between the back of the head and the low hump formed by the back (fig.  1 ). I am presently of 
the opinion that the 1 0  m (33 ft) estimate given by cryptozoologist Roy Mackal ( 1 ' 3 ) is far too 
hi gh - judging from birds that appear in front of and behind the animal during the sequence, i t  
appears that i t  is  not more than 6 m (20 ft) in len gth, and probably less. 

Because the animal moves uniformly as a continuous mass, corresponds with recognizable body 
plans (head-body-tai l ), and occasional ly reveals parts of the body between the exposed extremities, 
the possibi l i ty that it represents more than one animal can be rejected. 

18 



The Cryptozoology Review Vol. 1 No. 2 Autumn 1 996 

The head has a distinctive profi le and I was able to d iscern a d istinct shape by repeated viewing. I t  
i s  composed of two sections, a low anterior area, and a rai sed posterior area which is  flat-topped 
(but see notes above on effects of digi talization).  This hind area creates the i mpression of a shal low 
upturned box set on top of the l ower portion of the head . Occasi onal ly ,  a rai sed bump i s  
discernible at the extreme tip of what must be assumed to be the snout. There i s  a single large black 
blob at the back of the raised portion (fig. 1 ) . 
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FIG 1 .  Morphological aspects shown by the ani mal i n  the m i go footage. 

I mmediately behind the head is a lower area in which,  oddly,  two vertical spines are seen to 
project. These are dark, and there are always two (fig.  1 ) . We must assume that they are set upon 
the animal ' s  neck, and, while this part of i ts body is vi sibl e at times during the footage , often the 
two spines are the only part seen to project above the water surface. At these t imes there is a water­
fi l led gap between the head and the start of the back. I bel ieve the spines have been distorted by 
digitalization. 

The '"back" of the animal begins after the neck gap. At times, it forms a very low hump out of the 
water, and has at l east four smal l ,  dark nodules on i ts uppermost s urface . It does not appear to 
move vertical ly in the water. It is approximately three times the length of the head. Toward the tai l 
of the animal , i t  descends at a shal low angle into the water, and there i s  then another water-fi l led 
gap before we reach the tai l .  

The tail is  the most probl ematic part of the anj mal revealed by the footage.  It forms another shallow 
hump, slightly hi gher out of the water than the back, and has trian gular v ertical spines along its 
entire length. I t  is of approximately the same length as the hump formed by the back. The cause of 
much confusion , the resul t being interpretation of the animal as mammal ian ,  is that the tai l appears 
to move vertical ly in the water. Often it is entirely absent, and then rises above (what appears to be) 
the water surface. However, I bel ieve this effect to be, partial ly, an artifact caused by the medi um. 

All of these features are annotated in fig. 1 .  

Eliminatin2 confusion with dolphins 

My initial i nterest in  the migo and its background came as a result of claims that the animal fi lmed 
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on location was a w hale, and furthennore one of the hypothetical surviving archaeocete whales, so 
often used to expl ain sea serpent sightings. As can be detennined from the description above, no 
diagnostic features are evident that would al low this animal to be seen as belonging to any one of 
the known groups of swimming  mammal s. The al location of the creature to Mammalia is due to 
i nterpretation of what appears to be vertical undulation (see above). 

Unfortunately,  the cetacean "'status" of the migo has been erroneously supported by confusion with 
other ani mal s that can also be seen in the footage. In his reviews of i t, Karl Shuker ( 1 '  3 ) has 
referred to a few seconds of footage that appear to show "two s lender proj ections resembli ng 
dorsal fins or spi nes" and " the verti cal emergence of what may have been a tai l ,  wi th two 
hori zontal , whale-l i ke fl ukes." He used these gl impses to endorse his notion that the migo was a 
protocetid whale, and thus they were highly significant - if they real ly were body parts of the migo 
they might prove that i t  was a cetacean after al l .  It was therefore essential that I see them for myself 
on the tape. With S huker's assistance, Downes and I were able to locate these few seconds. To our 
surpri se , they were not actual l y  fi l med in Lake Dakataua at al l ,  but apparently from a boat 
approaching the i sland, and at sea. This corresponds with Paul LeBlond ' s  commentary on the 
footage (4). 

The footage featuring whale-l i ke fin s  and tai l-flukes, therefore, had nothing at al l  to do with the 
animal filmed swimming i n_Lake Dakataua. It was, in fact, fil m  of dolphins. In a sequence lasting 

----------------�---------
FIG 2. Highly schematic representation of the 2-3 second dol phi n  sequence that appears in the same documentary as 

the "migo" footage. 
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only two or three seconds, three si lhouetted dolphins (species of either Delphinus or Stene/la) were 
seen to rise and then di ve: as each dolphin dives, it presents a smooth rol l ing shape with a dorsal 
fin. As the three are silhouetted and close together, they appear as a single large mass in which it is 
diffi cult to see where one animal ends and another begins. The first dol phin ,  somewhat ahead of 
the other two, dives first, but does not rise high enough out of the water for its tail to emerge above 
the surface . The second and thi rd surface and dive almost simultaneously .  A beak and foreparts of 
a dolphin are seen for a fraction of a second. With the second dolphin in front of the third there is a 
brief false image of a single rol l ing shape with two dorsal fins.  Final ly ,  the tai l s  of both appear 
briefly above the surface,  with the tai l flukes of the third being discernible .  This sequence is 
i l lustrated in fig.  2. 

By proving, therefore, that the footage in which cetacean fins and flukes appear is  enti rely 
di sassociated from the footage of an animal swimming i n  the lake, the better part of the case that 
the latter mi ght be cetacean is removed. We are left with the swimming footage described above. A 
thorough discussion of what I beli eve to be the true identity behi nd the animal in the footage will be 
publ ished elsewhere (5). 
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[Editorial Comment: As Darren Naish briefly discusses Roy Mackal's estimate of a 33-foot length 
for the animal in the migo fi lm,  TCR's Associate Edi tor, John Moore , contacted Mackal for his 
reaction to Naish's new estimate. Mackal said that he was not present at the time that the fi lm was 
made, the 33-foot figure was only  an estimate based on seeing the film, and noted that i t  is difficult 
to say much in  regard to the length from the fi lm.  Mackal also stated that a team of Japanese 
scientists who examined the fi lm decided that the animal was 1 5  meters long. In  addition , and most 
interestingly, he said that a second fi lm of the migo was obtained by the same Japanese fi lm crew 
some ti me around August 1 994. It apparently show s a smal ler  i ndiv idual , and the ani mal is  
considerably closer to the camera than the creature in  the first film.]  
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TH E L O N G E S T F I S H I N  TH E O C E A N ?  

by Richard Ellis 

E\·en though they have rarely been seen al i ve -- and e ven more rarely by people  who knm,· '' hat they are seeing - ­
the ri bbon-fi sh or oarfi sh ( Rega/ec·us glesne), someti mes cal l ed "ki ng-of-the-herri ngs, "  may be responsi ble for some 
of the more d ramatic sea-serpen t  stories. K nown to reach a length of 26 feet, the oarfish is a lateral l y  fl attened 
creature w i th a coral-red "cockscomb" of spi nes on i ts head, and a red dorsal fi n that runs the length of i ts body. I t  i s  
s o  poorly k now n that few i chthyolog i sts would ven ture to guess a t  i ts habi ts , b u t  a n  oarfi s h  s w i m m i n g  a t  t he 
surface w i th i ts crest erect could easi l y  bri ng the cJ assicaJ i mage of a sea-serpent to m i nd. 

Sometimes known as "king-of-the-herri ngs ," the oarfish (Regalttcus glesne) i s  known lL' reach a length of :!6 fl. and i s  therefore the longest of 
al l t'lony fishes.  \Vi th i ts fragile, ri bbon-like body, bri ght red dorsal fin and "cockscomb." this fi�h.  c��.:casional l y  seen undulati n g  at the surface 

or washed ashore, is beliered to hm·e been responsible for several "sea-serpent" sigh ti ngs. (I l l ustration copyright Richard El l is .  1996). 

No one bu t a trai ned i chthyologi st would recognize an oarfi sh at the su rface, so i f  we assume that th is  creature 
someti mes pokes i ts head out of the water w h i l e  s w i m m i ng at the surface, we m i ght be abl e to account  for some 
sea-serpent si ghti ngs. We don 't even know how bi g  i t  gets: Gerald Wood's Guinne.u Book of Animal Faris & Feats 

l is ts oarfi sh measuri ng 45 and 50 feet, but there is no evide nce to back u p such c lai ms . Regard less of i ts length,  i t  

wou l d  n o t  make a \ ·ery form idable sea-serpen t, since i t  i s  a frag i le,  al most transparent  creat ure that i s  total l y  
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seem to ha,·e been nothing more than gi gan ti c eels. The monster descri bed as ha,· ing the head of a horse with a 
flam i ng red mane is the Oar-fish or Ri bbon-fi sh . . .  a species which probabl y grows to more than fifty feet in length, 
and may someti mes be seen sv.: i m m i n g  w i th undulati ng movements at the surface of the sea. " Bernard Heuvel mans 
( i n  In tlze lVake of the Sea-Serpents), tel l s  of a na,·a] officer in 1 860 who sent a Jetter from Berm uda to the British 
journal The Zoologist, in which he said that he had found "a strange sea m onster . . .  the animal bei ng no less than the 
great sea-serpent. " He then went on to descri be an oarfish in great detai l .  

T h e  oarfish has a si lvery, ri bbon - l i ke bod y ,  a pai r o f  long, slender pel vic fi ns  with flattened ti ps ( the "oars" o f  i ts 
common name), and a scarlet, cockscom b-l i ke crest ( part of the dorsal fi n )  that i t  can erect abo,·e i ts head. It is  
probably the longest bony fi sh i n  the world, but even though Wood's Gui nness Book of A ni mal Facts & Feats ci tes 
lengths of 45 and 50 feet, there are no documented records of speci mens longer than 26 feet. Nel son's 1 984  Fishes of 
the World and Smith and Heemstra's 1 986 Sea Fi shes - two of the most rel iable general works on fi shes - give 8 

meters (26.5 feet) as the maximum known length. 

With the rare exception of an occasional oarfish that washes ashore and can be exami ned, ,·i rtual ly  nothing is  know n 
of i ts bi ol ogy . (When exam i ned, the stomachs were found to con tain the ti ny, shri m p- l i ke euphausiids known as 
kri l l ,  the predomi nant food of some baleen whales.)  A v ideotape shot from the Japanese submersible Shi nkai -6500 
contai ns what is probabl y the first underwater footage of a J i ve oarfi sh. It was swimming al most at the surface. 

I n  July,  1 996, W i l l iam Shachtman, an ophthal mologi st from Ft. Col l i ns, Colorado, was snorkel l i ng near shore 
from a di ve-boat i n  the Sea of Cortez, w hen hi s si ster Judy Sch\vartz, aboard the boat, noticed "a long dark fi gure"  
approaching h i m .  She and the d i ve-boat's operator Greg Wi l l i s first thought i t  m i ght be a large shark, and began 
yel l i ng to Shachtman to get out of the water. B ut by the ti me he heard them , the fi gure was onl y a few feet away. 
Shachtman turned to face the creature, and i nstead of seei ng the streaml i ned body of a shark, saw a strange red crest, 
attached to a long thi n body "slanti ng way down i nto the \\'ater. " (The quotes are taken from an article in the Los 
A ngeles Times, dated A ug ust 7, 1 996). T he strange looki ng creature was, of course, an oarfi sh . It swam past 
Shachtman obl iv iously, and Wil l is, real i zing that the ani mal was harmless, dived in and closed i n  on i t, noti ng that 
part of i ts tai l was missing, possi bly bi tten off by some ani mal ,  perhaps a shark. Wil l i s  swam ri ght up to the fish 
and saw " . . .  an eye, a large, saucer-shaped eye wi th a black pupi l ,  set into a huge si h·er face crested by long, l ucent 
red fi ns that the fish arched higher as I approached from behind. " He grabbed the fish and went for a l i ttle ride, but the 
fi sh shook him off and headed for sha11ow water, where it thrashed around and died. They hauled it up on the beach, 
and measured it at 18 1 12 feet. It was then cut up i n  pieces and taken to the Uni versity of Baja Cali forni a Sur at La 
Paz. Photographs confinn i ts identi fication and size. 

In The Search for Atlantis (A La Recherche de l'Atlantide ) ,  Jacques Cousteau and Al bert Falco described their descent 
i nto the crater of the volcanic A egean i sl and of Santori ni  i n  the "di vi n g  saucer. " They saw coral , al gae, some 
sponges, and then, along with some other fi shes, they spotted a school of what they cal led regalacs, "extremely rare 
very-deep-water fishes called "king of the herri ngs" by the ancient authors . . .  Their long serpenti ne bodies are lateral ly 
flattened, and covered with l i ttle brown spots. The odd dorsal fi n looks l i ke a Japanese fan. On i ts head there are 
pl umes made of fi n spi nes, and under the body are two long, threadli ke ventral fi ns.  Thei r very long dorsal fi n 
extends from the nape to the tai l . "  

I was i ncl i ned to accept thi s  story, and i n  fact, w i th a footnote about oarfishes never before hav ing been seen i n  
school s, I put i t  i n to Deep Atlantic, my book about l i fe i n  the depths, scheduled for publ ication i n  October, 1 996. I t  
i s  too late t o  remove the Cousteau reference from Deep Atlantic, b u t  now that I thin k  about i t, I have decided that 
the Santorini  "event" never happened at al l .  First of al l ,  it reads too m uch l ike a textbook descri ption of the fi sh. 
Second, it  i s  the only descri ption of the fish occurri ng in schools. B ut the thin g  that convi nced me that Cousteau 
made it up was the real i zation that h is  books are fi l 1ed with w i ld exaggerations and obviously fabricated experiences. 
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There is  nei ther ti me nor space to review al l of these errors, but a couple w i l l  have to suffice. In The n'hale: Mighty 
!Honarch of the Sea ( 1 972) , Cous teau wri tes that no one has ever seen a gi an t  squid,  but the fol l ow i n g  year, i n  

Octopus and Squid: The Soft I ntel l igence, Cousteau (and Phi l i ppe Diole) say that they saw one. As they looked out 
of the w i ndow of the submersi ble,  they saw "a very large cephal opod, onl y  a few yards from the m i n i su b, watchi ng 

the v eh icle as it  drifted past . . .  It was unearthly sight, at once astoni shi ng and terr i fyi ng. " He w 1 ote, "I undet stand 

how formi dabl e cu1 opponen t a giant squ ill m ust be. " I n  the w hale book, he al so tel l s  of snagging a g i ant squi d  

suction cup that was 2 4  inches i n  diametel. T h i s  i s  appr oxi mately the si ze o f  a manhole cov e1 . i n  fad, l i te iat ge�i. 

suckers ever found on the tentacles of gian t  squid have been about 1 112 i n ches in di ameter, despi te al l the stories 
that you ( and Cousteau) have read about "giant sucker marks" on sperm whales. 

The Cousteau books are fi l l ed with si m i l ar exaggerations. In another i nstance where I chose to bel ieve h i m ,  I quoted 
his account ( found in The Shark: Splendid Savage of the Sea) of a ki l ler w hale that su1faced with a " n i ne- to ten-foot 
shark . . .  held crosswi se i n  i ts mouth. " 1 suppose thi s  i s  possi ble, j ust as the si ghting of the giant squ id is possi ble.  
But i t  stri kes me as a l i ttle curious that Cousteau is  the only one to have ever seen these thi ngs. I f  other "events" at e 

so u n l i ke ly ,  why should we be l ieve his  com pl etely anomalous story of a scho< . ."Jl of oarfi she:-. in the cal dera of 

Santori n i?  For that matter , why should we believe he saw any oarfishes at al i ?  
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Two Yowie 
R e p o rt s  
by Paul Cropper 

[Editor's Comment: The following two reports deal 

with Australia 's sasquatch-like creature, called the 
Yowie or Yahoo. It should be noted that in tlze first 

report, Cropper has removed the main witnesses ' 

names to protect their privacy, but he lws them on 

file.] 

A Recent I n vest i ga t i o n 

Y ow i e  Report: Ke m psey , New S o u t h  W a l e s ,  
Australia. I nvesti gated i n  February 1 995. 
Location: Dirt road borderi ng Bal lengarra State Forest, 
1 1  km sou th-west of Kem psey, New South Wal es, 
A ustral ia. 
Date of Sigh t i ng: Sunday, Jan uary 22,  1 995. Time:  
1 7:30 ( dayl ight saving).  
Witnesses: Rom ney, 1 1  and James, 1 0. 

Outl i ne of the Sighti ng 

Both Rom ney and James had been playing w i th a 
friend on a nearby property. A round 1 7:30 they decided 
to wal k the short di stance back to Romney's parents' 
property (abou t 1 -2 k m ) .  The d i rt track from the 
friend's house runs up the side of a h i l l .  A fter two 
property gates, the track j oi ns a publ i c  d irt road t hat 
runs along the top of the ridge l i ne. On one side of the 
road are a few scattered properties, and on the other side 
there are s teep ,  wooded g u l l i e s  t hat fri n ge the 
Bal lengarra State Forest. 

A fter the boys had passed through the last gate, they 
turned left and started walki ng downhi l l  along the road. 
A bout 1 00 metres from the [edi ted] property gate, the 
bovs heard some noi ses ; James thought it may have 
be;n sheep or goats and Rom ney fel t  it \vas a bi rd .  
Rom ney al so said h e  heard two hea,·y footfal l s  a t  thi s 
point .  
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A fter the noi ses, both boys l ooked ahead , dow n the 
road, and noticed an ani mal standing abou t 5-7 metres 
away , in am on gst the ferns and l antana bushes that 
fri nge the embankment on the left-hand side of the road 
and cl ose to a g u m  tree. T he an i m al was sl i gh tl y  
hunched over and faci ng away from the boys. A s  they 
watched, i t  straightened up, and began movi ng i ts head 
from s ide-to- s ide;  Romney fe l t  the creature was 
"sniffi ng" .  

Their  descri ptions (obtained in  separate i ntervi ews) of 
the ani mal were as fol lows: 

Romney: The c reature was 8-9 ft tal l and total l y  
covered i n  dark brow n or bl ack hai r. The hai r was 
several i nches long, " w i ld and scraggly"  l ooki ng. I t  
\vas "way bi gger" than an average person ; i t  seemed to 
be " i n  between a h uman and a gori l la" ,  as i t  was " not 
quite the shape of a human and not quite the shape of a 
gori l l a" .  I t  ,��.·as a " Jot wider" than a h uman: it was 
" massive" . I ts neck ,��.·as of average length. No facial 
features were noted, nor arms nor l egs. 

Jam es: The creature was a dark, browny col our,  and 
"pretty h i gh " . There was l ong, w i l d  hair al l over it .  He 
did not see arms or legs, j ust the "back of a bi g, hai ry 
thi ng " .  He said it resem bled a "monkey or gori l la" .  

A fter on I y a few seconds the boys turned around and 
began to wal k - and t hen run - back to the [edi ted ] 
property. Romney said he heard more footsteps as they 
mm·ed away from the ani mal . They both said they were 
very fri ghtened. T hey told one of thei r older fri ends at 
the [edited],  and later asked him to dri ve them home as 
they refused to wal k back past the spot where the 
ani mal had stood. 

[Edi ted] heard the story from the boys the next day and 
decided, on thei r i nsi stence, to visit  the spot. She was 
amazed to di scover a series of long, broad tracks at the 
site. A l though sti l l  skeptical , [edi ted] later discussed 
the sighti ng with Dave Reneke (a friend of a friend who 
l ives i n  Kempsey ; I m et h i m  w h i l e  i n vestigatin g  thi s 
report), w ho passed on the report to me. 

On-Site I nvestigati on 

travel l ed to Kem psey on Saturday , 4 February. 
i n i ti al l y  spoke w i th [edi ted ] ,  w ho tol d  me of the 
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incident that happened the fortni ght before. Whi le sti l l  
ske pti cal , she had been i m pressed by the boys'  
con tin ued i nsi stence that they had real l y  see n the 
creature. She told me that the boys were sti l l  " spun­
out" the next morning, and they wanted her to go up to 
the spot to l ook around. 

[Edi ted] and I t hen visited the site of the encounter, 
where a n umber of broad, deep im pressions were sti l l  
visible  on the overgrown track next t o  the dirt road. I 
took several photos, then we moved on to Romney's 
property where I intervie·wed him at length about his 
sighting. 

Romney's story i mpressed me;  he was an intel l i gent, 
articulate and apparently very level -headed boy. Hi s 
account of his ex perience wa') succi nct and se,·eral 
efforts on my part to lead him into extraneous detai l s  
proved frui tl ess. I t  i s  i nteresting t o  note that i t  was 
mai nly Romney's account that made [edited] feel that 
there may have been somethi ng to the boys claims -
she fel t  that Rom ney j ust \vould not make up such a 
story. 

Later that afternoon I agai n visi ted the site of the 
encounter and took more photos and measurements as 
wel l as two casts of the clearer i m pressions. 

That evening I spoke to the other boy, James. James 
was not as articulate as Romney, but he confirmed al l 
of the major detai l s  i n  Rom ney's s tory . I t  was 
interesting to note that i t  see med clear to me that 
James had not spoken m uch about his experience ; his 
mother and father appeared quite surprised at the detai ls  
that came out duri ng our inten·iew. 

The I mprints 

Despite the fact that two weeks had elapsed since the 
si ghti ng and it had rained during this time, I was able 
to locate 1 6  i mpressions around the si te of the boys' 
sighting and took two plaster casts. These i m pri nts 
started at the top of the sl ope and conti n ued in a 
defi ni te trail along the road down to where the animal 
was seen standi ng. The impressions were roughly oval 
in shape, al though with one end sli ghtl y wider than the 
other and with no disti nct toes. 
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The di stance between pri nts varied from 50- 1 00 em . 
There were gaps bet\veen prints larger than 1 00  em , but 

these may have due to the nature of the ground, as 
some areas would not have shown tracks. The average 
length of the imprints was 30 em long by 1 8  em wide. 
A l most ail of the prints were around 3-4 em deep;  by 
com parison, if I stood on my boot heel with my enti re 
weight I made a 2 em heel i m pression. The soi l at the 
bottom of the prints was qui te flat and hard-packed. 

No arch or bal l was di stinctl y vis ible,  but one cast 
shows what could be the rounded 'bal l '  of a foot. I t  i s  
i n teresti ng t o  note that, whi l e  t h e  i m pri nts d i d  not 
immediately resembl e  human feet, both casts ha,·e the 
general shape of a large foot. 

An I nteresting Reaction 

Around 4 hours after I took the two casts, I left both 
prints with Da,·id Reneke as I went to interview James. 
Both of the plaster casts sti l l  had a substantial amount 
of soil attached - I had onl y gi ven them a partial clean 
at the [edi ted] property. On my return, Da\· id tol d me 
that his dog (a poodle/mal tese cross) had reacted in an 
unusual manner to the casts as they l ay in the middle 
of their lounge room . 

Dav id and I decided to attempt to dupl icate the animal 's 
reaction, but first we placed a large l um p  of wood i n  
t h e  m i ddle o f  t h e  room t o  see how the dog would 
normal ly react to the presence of something unusual . 
The ani mal seemed uninterested in the wood and 
hap pi I y ran al l around the room. 

The dog ·was then removed and one cast was placed in  
the room. T he dog was agai n a l lowed i n  and i ts 
reacti on was i m mediate - i t  stayed 1 -2 metres away 
from the cast and simpl y  stared at it. I t  conti nued to 
stare for at l east 1 -2 minutes; then it bared i ts teeth and 
commenced growl ing, then barki ng at the print. David,  
who was s i tti ng on the opposi te si de of the cast ,  
attempted to cal l the dog over to h i m  but the ani mal 
refused to budge. The dog continued thi s behaviour for 
as long as i t  was i n  the room .  Dav i d 's other dog 
showed no interest i n  the cast. 

David told me he believed that the dog had always been 
particu larl y 'sensi t ive '  to an i mal sce nts.  He al so 
indicated the dog had onl y  acted thi s  way once or twice 
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before, al ways at i tems w i th defi ni te ani mal ori gins  
and scents. 

Another View 

A few days after my v i si t  to the area I attempted to 
arouse interest in some of the Port Macquarie National 
Parks & Wi l d l i fe staff, so they would h ope fu l l y  
inspect the tracks. Unfortunately, I was unsuccessfu l ,  
but w a s  referred on t o  a l ocal w i l dl i fe research 
consul tant of 30 years experience, Kel ( l ast name 
omitted for pri vacy). 

Kel vi si ted the site on the weekend of 1 1 1 1 2  February 
with four others. He i nspected the tracks, w hich were 
sti l l  clearly visi ble despite further heaYy rain .  Kel told 
me that he \\'as able to locate another 4 tracks further 
down the s l ope, yet a wider search rev ealed no 
addi tional i mpressions. He found no hai r sam ples or 
other i ndications that any l arge ani mal had made i ts 
way through the bush. 

Kel i ndicated that he bel ieved that whatever had made 
the tracks had wei ghed around 500 kg ( 1 I 00 l b) . Each 
track was heavi ly  compressed at each end, however 
there was a stri p in the centre of each i mprin t  w here 
t he soi l was not heav i l y  packed down .  He did not 
bel ie\'e the tracks were related to what the two boys 
had seen.  Kel menti oned that there was a bul l dozer 
track close to the i m pri nts - he fel t  the two were 
somehow connected, though did not i ndicate how this 
was at al l possi ble. 

A N in eteenth Cent u ry R e port 

The second report is an i nteresting 1 9th century Y owie 
case which further supports the asserti on that the 
Y owie was presen t  prior to abori gi nal col oni sation . 
This  report comes from the diary of a North South 
Wales drover (a cattle-dealer of sorts) and is quoted 
verbatim ( spel l i ng uncorrected - no ful l  stops) from his 
own accoun t  of the event publ i shed in 1 898 ( 'The 
Earl y History of the Northern Districts of New South 
Wal es'  by W il l iam Tel fer, a man uscri pt  i n  the 
University of New England A rchives [Tamworth, New 
South Wales] A l 47/V2 1 3) :  

" then they [ the abori gi nal s:  P C ]  have a 
tradi tion about the Yahoo they say he is a 
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hairy man l i ke a mon key plenty at one time 
not many now but the best opi n ion of the 
kind i heard from old Bungaree a Gunnedah [a 
New South Wales town :  PC] aboriginal he 
said at one time there were tribes of them and 
they were the ori gi nal i nhabi tants of the 
Coun try before the present  Race of 
abori gi nal s took possession of the Country 
he sai d they were the old Race of blacks he 
was of Darwi ns theory that the origi nal race 
had a tai l on them [no yowie reports I know 
of i n volve tai l s ,  however:  PC ] l i ke a 
monkey 

" he said the aborigi nals would camp in one 
place and those people in a pl ace of thei r 
own tel l i ng about how them and the blacks 
used to fight and the blacks always beat them 
but the yahoo always made away from the 
blacks bein g  a faster runner mostl y Escaped 
the blac ks were fri ghte ned of them a lot of 
those were together the blacks would not go 
near them as the Yahoo would make a great 
noi se and fri ghten them with sticks. he said 
very strong fel low very stupid the blacks 
were more Cunni ng getti n g  behi nd trees 
speari ng any chance one that Came near 
them thi s was his story about those people i 
have seen several stockmen i n  the old times 
said they had seen this  hai ry m an h i s  feet 
reversed [an i nteresti ng reappearance of that 
old yeti moti f: PC] w hen you thought he 
\Vas comi ng towards you he was going away 

"i had an experience of thi s  gori l la or hai ry 
man i n  the year 1 883 i was maki ng a short 
cut across t he bush from Keera to Cobedah 
[both i n  northern New South Wales: PC] via 
top bi ngera it was a very hot day i was on 
foot w hen after crossi ng those steep h i l l s  
be i n g  ti red camped for about two hours this 
l eft m e  late the sun was onl y an hour high 
having to go about ten mi les went about five 
m i l e s  getti n g  darker cam e on a creek of 
run n i n g  water had to camp for the n i gh t  
made a camp o n  a h i g h  bank o f  the creek l i t  
a fire and made m ysel f comfortable my dog 
laying down at the fire alongside me 
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" i  sat smoki ng my pipe the m oon rose about an hour after when you could di scern objects two hund red 
yards away from the camp i heard a curious noi se com i ng up the creek oppos i te the cam p over the creek i 

went to see what i t  was about one hundred yards away he seemed the sam as a m an only l arger the ani mal 
was something l i ke the Gori lla in the Sydney m useaum of a darki sh colour and made a roari ng noise goi ng 
away towards top B i ngara the noi se getting fai nter as he went along in the distance 

"i  started at daybreak Getti n g  to Bel l s  mounta i n  at about 9 oclock Mr B ridger l i ved there stopped and had 
breakfast i was tel l i ng them about the n i ght before they said several people had seen the gori l la about there 
he was often seen i n  the m ou n tains towards the Gwyder [ Ri \'er: PC] and about mou n t  Lyn dsay. i was 

thi nki ng how Easy this  ani mal could El ude pursuit  travel l i ng by night cam pi ng i n  Rocks or Caves in the 
da)1ime. 

"after those blacks the Governors so many out after them [?: PC] i do not th i n k  it  w onderfu l that those 
wi ld animal s shoul d escape be i ng caught as they are faster than the abori gi nal s by h i s  own accoun t. some 
people thi n k  they are only a myth but how is it they were seen by so many peopl e i n  the old ti mes fifty 
years ago [around 1 850: PC] . "  

This i s  an i nteresti ng old case that raises some i nteresti ng poi n ts. Tel fer's own sighti ng sounds legi ti mate to me, and 
his account of how the yahoo (the ori gi nal abori gi nal nam e for the Y ow ie) was abl e to m o\'e so fast and el ude the 

aborigi nal s also tal l ies w i th se\·eml modem wi tnesses. 

For exam ple,  one recent case of a fast-mov i ng yowi e  I in\'esti gated occurred in July  1 990 and i nv ol \'ed a group of 
fi ye hunters out shooting kangaroos near Oberon , New South Wales. T hey watched i n  thei r s potl i gh t  as a large, 
dark, humanoid fi gure ran up a rocky, ,,·ai st-high tussock-covered hi l l  " . . .  l i ke a dog shot i n  the arse . . .  , "  as the mai n 

wi tness told me. He said he'd never seen anvth i n 2  move that fast in his l i fe,  and he'd hunted al l over that area. Tony 
Heal y, my co-author for Out of the Sh adows (a book publ i shed recent ly  coveri n g  many A ustral i an cryptids,  

i nd uding the Yowic) , also i nvesti gated another report where the creature mm·ed so fast, the \\·itnesses claimed i t  was 
" . . .  l ike a cartoon " !  

A s  Tel fer commented i n  the ab<.J\'e quoted passage, could the oft-reported fast speed o f  Yo,,· ies be the reason they arc 
so el usi Ye? l n  any case, they wi l l  remain thi s  way unti l  someone turns up some hard evi dence for the exi stence of a 

large pri mate l i vi ng i n  the w i lds of Austral ia - presumi ng it exists at al l .  

Editor's Com m e n t :  I n  a forthcom i ng i ss ue, G len K u ba n  w i l l  respond t o  Croppe r ' s  recent 

i n ,· e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h  a c r i t i ca l  v i e w po i n t .  

i .  ���· 
.
.... ',t., , : 1 ,J;.,;.l.•. : 

·- , ...__ , ·�,' 
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:Feature !R.g,view 

In Search of Prehistoric S urvivors : Do Giant " Exti nc t "  Creatures Still Exist? by 
Karl P.N. Shuker. Blandford (London) 1 995. £ 1 8.99. 1 92 pp. ,  hbk. I SBN 0-7 137-2469-2. 

Reviewed by John Moore 

Karl Shuker's recent book In Search of Prehistoric Survivors examines the possibi l ity that various 
crypti ds mi ght in fact real ly  be surviving members of animal species thought exti nct. This is,  of 
course, a broad field,  as virtual ly every cryptid has some potential prehistoric ancestor. 

In any case , after a foreword by Roy P. Mackal , an acknowl edgements section , and an 
Introduction covering known examples of " l iving fossi ls , "  Shuker starts on the main text of his 
book. This is  composed of four chapters, which cover, respectively ,  terrestrial and semi-aquatic 
repti les and amphi bians,  water monsters, flyi ng cryptids (although this  chapter also includes a 
ground-dwell ing bird), and mammals (except for those covered in the water monster chapter).  

The first chapter, on reptiles and amphibians, opens with a lengthy section on the best known of 
the Congo's al leged living dinosaurs, the mokele-mbembe, together with simi lar reports from other 
parts of Africa. This is followed by a discussion of other claims for dinosaurs from the Congo (the 
emela-ntouka and the mbielu-mbielu-mbiel u), as wel l  as cases of possible dinosaur survival from 
Asia, North America, and South America. He also discusses giant salamanders and monitor 
l izards. 

Shuker's next chapter, on air-borne cryptids, again opens with a long section, this time on possible 
l iving pterosaurs. This  is fol lowed by a short i tem on giant vampire bats, and a l ong section on 
reports of very large birds of prey in North America. After this, he discusses three lesser-known 
cryptozoological birds: the makalala, the bennu bird, and the du. 

Shuker discusses the water monsters i n  the next chapter. Not surprisingly, i t  begins with a long 
section on the long-necked sea serpents and lake monsters, such as the Loch Ness monster. The 
next section is rather long as wel l ,  and focuses on a group of creatures that includes both some lake 
monsters (such as ogopogo) and some sea serpents (such as Cadborosaurus).  The next section is  
on crocodile- or mosasaur-type sea serpents. A l l  of the remaining sections are rather short,  and 
i nclude giant sea turtles, out-of-place coelacanths,  pl acoderms from Austral ia,  giant sharks, 
possible l ivi ng eurypterids (or " sea scorpions") ,  and the biblical leviathan. 

The final chapter is devoted to the mammals. Shuker discusses many different types of animal s in  
this chapter, including,  among others: the  Queensland marsupial tiger, the " devil-pig,"  surviving 
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giant ground sloths, the minhodio, the Nandi bear, survi ving mammoths, Bornean tapirs, and the 
Irish elk. Final ly, Shuker spends a brief two pages in summary of possi ble prehi storic survivors in 
the pri mates. 

Shuker then closes the book with a concl usion, an appendix on cryptozoology periodicals, and an 
extensive bibli ography. 

Each chapter ends with a "Stop-Press" section of recent news. There are abundant black-and-white 
photos and drawings scattered throughout the book, and a section of col or i l l ustrations in  the 
center. There is also a wel l-done index. 

Unfortunately, there are also many zoological errors. On page 1 5, for example, Shuker speaks of 
"aquatic"  dinosaurs; al l known dinosaurs were terrestrial or, at best, amphi bious. No doubt Shuker 
is  real ly  referring to the giant marine repti les of the Mesozoic,  which were onl y di stantl y related to 
the dinosaurs.  Also, in several places he shows photos of dinosaur models wi th legs bent out to 
the side, whereas dinosaurs are now thought to have held their l egs underneath their bodies (pp. 
30, 40, and one photo in the colour plate section ). 

At certain points, Shuker's logi c i s  al so rather poor. After their al leged land si ghting of the Loch 
Ness monster, the Spi cers described the creature as "an abomi nation " and "a loathsome sight . "  
Shuker accepts this  as being evidence that these creatures are repti les as opposed to mammals (p .  
1 00) .  S imi larl y ,  Wi l l iam Hagelund's sympathy for a captured Cadborosaurus is ,  in Shuker's 
opinion , evidence that that type of sea serpent i s  a mammal,  and not a repti le  (p.  1 06).  Whi le  it is 
true that most people find mammals cute and repti les " loathsome," thi s is  hardly a good basis for 
founding any taxonomic speculations. 

(One other point needs correcti ng. Shuker states (p. 1 65) that radiocarbon dating techniques "do 
not appear to have been carried out" on the supposedly recent Utah Camelops skull .  A study of thi s 
sort was indeed conducted ; the date arrived at was 1 1 ,075 +1- 255 years before present, definitely 
not recent as Shuker suggested . [ Nel son , Michael E., and Madsen , James H., Jr. 1 979. "The 
Hay-Ramer camel debate: fifty years later. " Contributions to Geology, University of �voming , 
vol . 1 8, pp. 47-50. ] )  

However, despite these various shortcomings, Shuker's book i s  a useful reference and a n  excellent 
review about what is  presently known about cryptozool ogi cal "prehi storic survivors," and will be 
enjoyed by al l those i nterested in  cryptozoology . 

!Mini - �view 

Centre for Forte an Zoology 1996 Yearbook edited by Jonathan Downes. £ I 0.00, avai lable 
from the Centre for Fortean Zoology, 1 5  Holne Court, Exwi ck, Exeter, UK EX4 2NA . 1 85 pp . ,  
spiral bound . ISBN 0-9 5 1 2872-4-9. Jonathan Downes runs the Centre for Fortean Zoology in  
Exeter, England, and also publ i shes the  exce l lent  cryptozoology magazi ne Animals and Men, 
featured in last i ssue's periodical reviews. This yearbook is a col lection of many articles and papers 
that could not be fi t i nto the publ i cation l i neup for Animals and Men, and i s  an excel lent 
compilat ion ! Art icles range from l i vi ng d inosaurs and mysteri ous birds to Nessie ,  mystery 
hominids, flying snakes and sky beasts, and more . Most of the articles are i nteresting and well-
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done. There are some typographical errors, but overal l  this does l i ttle to undermine the efforts in 
hand here .  I highly recommend this yearbook. - BSR. 

JF®rrii®cdlfi®®ll� 
By Ben S. Roesch and John Moore 

The B igfoot Record. 2 1  Benham St. A pt. F, B ri stol , CT , 060 1 0, USA .  Editor: B i l l  Green .  Cost: Free. This 
newsletter i s  both interesting and fun to read, presenti ng newscl i ppi ngs, short articles and reviews every few months 
or so. The edi tor, B i l l  Green, i s  di rector of the New England B igfoot Info Research Center and has investi gated many 
reports of bi gfoot in the US in the past, and has gathered m uch evidence and i n formation on bigfoot. He wel comes 
new si ghti ngs, i nfo, etc. His newsletter is put together rather roughly, but it is sti l l  easy to read, and of course it is  
free, so I would defi ni tel y suggest checki ng i t  out ! - BSR. 

Bi gfoot C o-Op. 1 4602 Montevideo Dri ve,  Wh i ttier, CA 90605, USA . Organizers: Constance Cameron, Rich 
Gru mley, Peter Guti l la, Tom Muzi la, Dennis R. Ruminer, and George R. Turner. Cost $8 US funds in the Uni ted 
States, $ 1 2 US funds el sewhere. Bigfoot Co-Op comes out s ix  ti mes a year, and there are about 1 0  pages in each 
i ssue. Much of the content of B igfoot Co-Op is sum mari es of newspaper and magazine arti cles about bi gfoot that 
have been cul l ed by the readers of the Co-Op. T here are also man y  edi torial s and articles about bi gfoot by wel l­
known experts, such as Dmitri Bayanov, Ray Crowe, and John Green. I recom mend Bi gfoot Co-Op to anyone with 
an i n terest i n  bigfoot-type creatures. - JM. 

BI LK. A ugustastraBe 85, 76437 Rastatt, Germany. Editor: Ulrich Magi n .  Cost: i n  Europe 1 5 OM; rest of the world 
20 OM. This bi monthly, 2 page pubJ ication i s  an excel lent worldwide round-up of news al most excl usi vely on water 
monsters ( there is sometimes news on various fortean matters). It appears in Engl ish and is fun to read. I recommend 
i t ! - B SR. 

C ry p t o zo o l o g i a. A ssoci ation Beige d'Etude et de Protection des Ani maux Rares. Square des Lati ns 49/4 - 1 050 
Bruxel les, Bel gium. Editor: Eric Joye. Cost: i n  Belgi u m  1 500 FB ;  in rest of Europe 1 700 FB or 280 FF; rest of the 
world $50 US ( pl us $ 1 5  for shipping) . This  is an i nteresti ng publi cation, w i th great articles by the l i kes of Mi chel 
Raynal and i n teresti ng news bits. However, subscri pti on is a l i ttl e steep and it is publi shed excl usively in French. 
However, if the French language i s  not a problem, I would defi ni tely recommend this publ ication. Other good poi nts 
are that it appears monthly,  and each i ssue is up to 1 6  pages in l ength. A l so, each i ssue i s  i l l ustrated. - BSR 

N e s s l et t e r. Ness I nformation Servi ce,  7 Huntshieldford, St. John's Chapel,  Weardale,  Co Durham , DL I 3  I RQ, 
UK . Editor: Ri p Hepple. Cost: £2.75 UK or $ 1 0  US funds. Nessletter comes out six ti mes each year, and each i ssue 
is four pages l ong. Most of the i nformation in Nessletter is about Loch Ness of course, but there are often news 
i tems on other water m onsters. A Nessletter subscri ption w i l l  certai n l y  be enjoyed by anyone i nterested in water 

monsters. - JM. 

Trac k Record . Western B i gfoot Society, 8622 North Lombard, Portl and,  OR 97203 , USA. Edi tor: Ray Crowe. 
Cost: $20.00 US funds in the Uni ted States, $30.00 US funds el sewhere. The Track Record is an excel lent sasquatch 
newsl etter that comes out 1 0  ti mes a year, and there are occas ional speci al i ssues that are not part of a regular 
subscri ption. Every i ss ue has m uc h  i nformation on recent, and older, s i gh ti ngs of the sasquatch. There are also 
summaries of the most recent meeti ngs of the Western B i gfoot Society, and Peter B yrne, director of the Bi gfoot 
Research Project, has an article i n  every i ssue. Each i ssue i s  usual l y  about 1 5  pages long. - JM. 
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(By which we inform you of various important matters) 

Contri butors for thi s I ssue 

Pau l Cropper is a Marketi ng Manager wi th a m ajor A ustral ian telecomu n i cations company. His i n terest i n  
A ustral i an mystery ani mal s  started i n  1 977 when he was 1 5  years old.  He i s  co-author o f  Out of The Shadows with 
Tony Healy ( Pan Mcm i l lan A ustral ia 1 994). He can be reached by e-mai l at paul .cropper@ s054.aone. net.au 

R ic h a rd E l l is  is recognized as one of A m erica's foremost authori ties on mari ne l i fe. He i s  the au thor of The Book 

of Sharks , The Book of Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises ,  Men and Whales , Great White Shark ( w i th John 
McCosker), and Monsters of the Sea. He can be reached by e-mai l at rel l i s @· tri beca. ios.com . 

John M oore is a grade 8 student  in Park Ci ty, Utah, U.S. A . ,  w ho has been researching cryptozoology for 7 years. 
He is al so interested in paleontology (especial 1 y  V endian and Cam brian fau nas) , and many other areas. He is an avid 
Wagnerian, and can be can be reached by e-mai l at moore4@' sisna.com . 

Darren Naish is an i ndependent zo
e
>l ogical researcher, best knm:vn for h is  i nterest in di nosaurs, the fauna of Ne\\· 

Zeal and, cetaceans, and, of course, cryptozoology. He acts as an adv i sor to col leagues on the \'ertebrate fossi l record 
and owns a l arge and ever expanding l i brary. He l i ves i n  Southampton (UK) w i th a l i zard, a frog and a girl .  He can 
be reached by e-mai l at dwn 1 94@' soton.ac.uk.  

Ben S. Roesc h is a grade 1 1  student i n  Toronto, Ontario, Canada, w i th a keen i n terest in cryptozoological 
studies and research. He is wel 1 - read and very i nterested in marine bi ol ogy ( particul arl y sharks),  ani m al predatory 
beha,·iour, and general zoology. He also enjoys the wonders of punk rock, mountai n bi ki ng, and surfi ng. 

How to Contact Us 

A ny correspondence, manuscripts, etc. should be directed to the edi tor: 

Ben S. Roesch 

Editor, The C ryptozoology Review 
1 37 Atlas Ave. 

Toronto ON 
Canada M6C 3P4 

phone: (4 1 6) 653-4955 
e-mai l :  bz050@freenet.carleton.ca 

Comi ng Soon in TC R: The case for the giant great white shark ( by Darren Naish); eni gmatic beaked \'\-'hales (by Darren 

Naish) ; a re,· iew of sea monster carcasses from around the world ( by Ben S. Roesch);  rediscovered mongooses ( by Jon 

[)ownes) ;  mysterious tracks i n  a Mexican cave ( by Ben S .  Roesch); great news coverage and much more ! The next issue wi l l  

be out i n  December/January. 
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